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5. LENCTH OF CCSZRVATION |11, BRIEF SULIARY AND ANALYSIS
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Observations: The object was seen moving Northerly at at altitude of

routhly 8000 feet, near Lassen peak. Close examination of a navigational
| mep of the area revealed that the radar ray does come close to several
roints on the terrain, but the Moving-Target-Indicator operates to remove
=21 nonmoving objects and should have had no difficulty in discerning the
maving object. If it remained at an altitude of 8000 feet, the obgerver
would have seen it 'rise'! above the hills to the south, near Lake Almanor.
The hills there have an altitude of 6000-7000 feet. On a straight northerly
course, the object would have been visible under ideal conditions until
i+ passed gover the hills just south of Klemath Falls. The southern range
of hills is about 30 NM from the observer, the northern range about 50 NM
from thaf observer to the north, and also about 20-30 NM from the
lzm=th Falls airport, the largest one within several hundred miles.
Tee otlzct was within one hundred miles of this airport at the time the
bosvrar 1487 leost contact with it, and heading directly for the airport.
iz Tact alone rules out the possibility of a truck being the object sighted,
eni clos2 scrutiny of the map reveals no roads on which a truck might have

been visible to the radar beam at the necessary AXY altitude. I leave open

the ¥ question as to whether the radar will pick up a speed of 20 mph.
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A talk with a friend who has had piiuting experience revealed that it

is entirely pussihle for an airplane to be flying at that altitude, at that
ime, in that weather, headigg for the Klamath Falls airport. He suggested

t.z* the landing lights on some ¢ military craft are comparatively large,
an? could appear much larger due to diffrection as it passed through the snow.

Another look at the map showed that the object may have been visible
¢v=r a (0O-mile paﬁth under ideal conditions. The position-indicator radar
fixed a point about 18 M as the crow flies from the observer, who must have
seen the object a few zinutes before that. Assuming a 20 NM visibility for
the observer, the object covered %0 NM in 10 minutes, or 240 NM per hour
gr=z22, This speed i1z well within the range of twin-engine aircraft, and

a =m211 jet such as iths T-308.

Suzgzestion: A smell zgircraft with its landing lights on flew over the

petl inilicated at ihs 1ime indicated. Size of light caused by snow diffradtion;
lask 51 noise caﬁs&i by coserver sitting in car with engine running, or wind
noiss, cr bothjy landing light may have been on due to emergency condition.

It zey 22 possible to check with the Klamath Falls airport and ask them

about zny arrivals at this particular time.




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (AFSC)

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO 43433

REPLY TO

ATTN OF: TDEER/Capt F. C. Dunlap/mjb/70401

SUBJECT: Unidentified Radar Returns - 19 April 1967

TO: TDET(Major Qunitanilla)
L From the information available it appears that:

a. Both search and height finder radars were functioning

?raperly' T A S ol St PR  —— e g . e P isiais sl e

F-a-_-.ll-l.-"’"-'— -

b. Weather conditions were mot likely to have supported
entraordinary electromagnetic refractions.

C. Visual observation was substantiated by radar.

ﬂ_.-ww

m#‘wlu o = gy e e — e gy g A = i

2 The report indicates that a derelict balloon was shot down
on the succeeding day; although no balloons were released in the
proper time frame, this balloon should at least be considered.

3is Weathe:r conditions do appear to have been that which would in
theory support a charged ice partlcle plasma. The plasma would be
visible to both human eye and radar. The orange color might have
bzen a moon glow reflection as the incident occurred at 0410 hours
baztween first quarter and full moon.

CR ol S0 Loy

1; p-\OHE J., JONES, CDan&l USAF 3 Atch
Chief, Elﬂctrunlca Division 1. Ltr dtd June 8,67
Directorate of Technology and Subsystems Subj: UFO Obs. 19 Apr 67
2. Ltr,dtd 23 May 67
Subj: UFO Obs. 19 Apr 67
3. Message Fm ADAIR,
13407 Apxr 67
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TDPT (UFO) Maj Quintanilla/70916/mns/T Dec 67 Veriiah RomAC =
' R e 3 S S P ﬂ.,;:;
UF0 CObservation, Burney, California,. 19 April 1907
Michael T. Wise
sT/Radar
Pederal Aviation Agency
Red Bluff, California 96080
1. The Aerial Phenomena Office has recently received several
incuiries regarding the UFO sighting from Burney, California on
g 19 April 1967. As a result, vwe are re-investlzating the case.
) 2. Request information on the speciflic type of radar on which
4 the object was painted. Vare any measurements made as te speed and
B ccurse of the object, 1f so0, what were they? What is the perlod of
< tine for an antenna rotation?
- 3. It has been proposed that the target which was picked up on
o your radars could possibly have been a truck. A map of the area
~~ indicates that thers are mountains in this area with elevations
=, near 5,000 ft. Do you reel that a truck could have been painted
N by the radars? If so, 1s thls considered routine for your station?

3 %, Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

@e'ma GUINTANILIA, Jr, Major, USAF J"J;'
Chief, Aerial Phenomena Orf'fice ,/ (A o’
Aerospace Technologies Division
Production Directorate
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TDPT (UFO) Maj Quintanilla/70916/mhs/7 Dec 67 SEL ¥ ISE]

UFO Observation, Burney, Califoraia, 19 April 1967

UFO Investigating Officer
26th Air Division
Adair AFS, Oregon 97330

The Aerial Phenomena OfTfice has recently recelved several
inquiries regarding the UFO sighting from Burney, California
on 19 April 1967. In your messaze 260IN 13407 Apr 67 you
nentioned a derelict ballocn. Reguest you provide all
information available on this balloon.

*CR THE COMMANDER

X
(4

FECTOR GUINTANILLA, Jr, !ajor, USAF
“Chief, Aerial Phenomena Office
Aerospace Technologizs Division
Production Directorate
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TDPT (UFO) 557
Maj Quintanilla/70916/mhs/7T Dec 67 3 k)

UFO Observation, 13 April 1967, Burney, Celifornia

Det 1, AFCRL
Hdolloinen AFB, New Mexico 33330

1. The Aerial Phenomena Office received an unideatified flying
ooject (UFO) report from Burney, California on 19 April 1967.

2. The publication "Atmospheric Research” indicates that a
balloon, sponsor=d by AFCRL was launched from your base on

13 April 1967. The flight duration is listed as 34.5 hours.
If you charted the flight path of this b2lloon we would appre-
cinte recelving a copy cf your report. Taarnk you for any
information you can provide on this ballcen.

TCR THE COMMANDER

Fa

i

¥
‘YECTOR CUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAR

Ahiaf, Aerial Phenomena Ofrice

Aerospace Technologles Division
>rocduction Directorate
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE CAMBRIDGE RESEARCH LABORATORIES (CAR)
LAURENCE G. HANSCOM FIELD, BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01720

REPLY TO |
attn or:  CREA (Mr. Danahexr/3005) 15 December 1967

sussect: UFO Ubservation (Your Ltr, 7 Dec 67)

ro: TDPI (UrQ)

4 review of our records indicates that no balloon flight was launched
by ATCRL on 18 April 19267. However, a balloon flight of 34.5 hours
daration launched on 18 April 1966 wasg reported in the fall 1966 is-
gue of "Atmospheric Research. The flight path of this balloon
launched from Holloman A¥B, New Mexico was in a northeasterly direc-
tion with termination performed near Washington C, ., Ohio,

FOR T:E COMMANDER

ROBERT M. SLAVIN
Director
Aerospace Instrumentation Laboratory




NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
: EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY LINDHEIMER ASTRONOMICAL RESEARCH CENTER

-

20 Noveubher 1947

o f =y
=0 (TDETR)
Rezzurch and Aerial Pnsnomenon Division

wrizht-Patterson Air Force Bage

Onios 45433

Atin: Major H. GQuintanille, Jr. Re: Report oun UFO sighting of
19 April) 1967, Burney, Califr,

Dzzr Major Quintanillea:

I recommend that The evaluation be changed Tron ionized plasma to
uridentified since there is nothing in the data {0 support "e charged

ic: varticle plasma”". In the first place, the termn "ice particle plasma”
iz szaningless to a physicist. I, at least, do not knew ol any ice
parcicle plasma that is glowing white, travels slovly and is visible

Tor approximately 10 minuces. This appears to he a purely ad hoc
evaluation and is open to the severest criticsm.

Sinece this cese has 2lso been submitted to the University of Colorado,
I suzgest that we recuest an evaluation from thei.

Sincerely yours,

J. Allen Hynek
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AT any rate, I wrote to Mr. Forrsater, Shasta City Deputy Sheriff, to tell

iim thet on Sunday, Novembzr &5 a2t 7:00 Feley 1 would call him for further in-
fermeticn. (This is part of my regular plan nowy I wrive in edvance to

Lviig3s3s L wish to interrozoctz, telling them that I will plece a phone call

to Them et a plven time and esting them to be in readiness) I found that
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ToPT (UFO) Maj Guintanilla/70916/mhs/29 Feb 63

UFO Observation, Burney, California, 19 April 1967

Michael T. Wise
ET/Radar

Ffederal Aviation Agency

Red Bluff, Californla 96030

Reference our letter of T Deceuber 1967 in which we reguested
aaditional information on the UFO sighting from Burnsy, Califormis,

19 April 1967. To date, we have not received a reply. Since our

previous correspondence may have been nisrouted, we are attaching

a copy of our T December letter.

1 Atch

'CTOR GUINTANILLA, Jr, Mejor, USAF
tr, TDPT (UFO), 7GDéc 67

hief, Aerial Phenomena Office
Aerospace Technologies Dlvision
Procuction Directorate




FOIM FAA-2A (6+61)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT | FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY

- M€ moran du m Red Bluff, California 96080

DATE:  March 27, 1968

i

SupJeCcT:  UFO Dbservatiﬁn, Burney, California, 19 April 1967

FROM | Michael T.'Hiée, Electronics Technician/Radar
s=2d Bluff, California

TO . Hector Quintanilla, Jr., Major, USAF
_hief, Aerial FPhenomena Qifice
Aerospace Technologies Division
Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 45433
TDPT (UFO) VA
Through: Chilef, Airway Facilities Branch, SFO-#OO&{T7;5
San Francisco Area Office ?
Federal Aviation Administration

In answer to your letter, dated 3/14/68, I suggest you contact the Commander,
859th Raldar Squadron, Red Bluff Air Force Station, Red Bluff, California, for
tne characteristics of the radar in use here.

The answers to the questions in your letter are as follows:

l. Tz2 only measurements made were stated in my previous letter.

2. It is my opinion that the object in question was not a truck, aos
you proposed.

In adipering to our prorer communication channels, I am requesting that further
correspondance be directed to the Chief, Airway Facilities Branch, SF0-400,
San Francisco Area Office, Pederal Aviation Administration, 831 Mitten Road,

Burlingame, California 94010.
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Lt Col (uintanilla/70916/mhs/22 May 63
ToPT (UFD)

inalysis of URO Chservsiion

pgols &
IDICS/2d Lt Gucrast
=1 TURN

le Ye wvould like to'thank 28 Lt M. A. Secrast for his excellent
apalyails of the 19 Spril 1957, Rurney, Celifornia, unidentified
flying object sightinz. 1t 15 cone of the aost comprehensive
snalysis that we have recelved, froa a support activity in FPD,
in quite some tinme. The background data that LU Secrest nrovided
in his analysis will enxble this office to answer inguiries on
this sizhting vith cccuracy,.

2. Ye are reo-evalaaticg the sighting to that of & szall alreralt
with landing lizhts, as Lt Secreal suggested,

= % &,

FICLORCPINGRILIN /o) 1t Colonel, UGA
Chlef, Gerial Iheacnmena Office
lerospace Technologiea Dlvision
Production Direcioraze
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TDET/UFMaj H Quintanilla/70916/mhs) 23 May 13567

UFO Observation, 19 April 1967

250 Radar Scuadron
Attn: PFAA/Mr. Wise

1. Refersnce a 19 April 1967 radar palnt of an unidentified flying
object which was reported to the Air Force through Adair AFS, Oregon.
The initial message stated that contact was made by both range and
peight finder radars. In determining if the visual Observation and
radar paint were of the same objJect it 1s necessary for additional
information on the radar contact. Azimuth, distance, and height
information are requested if available.

2« At present, it does not appear that the two unidentified objects
were related. Adverse weather conditions at the time of the sighting

would imply that the cobject visually observed woculd have been quite

1ow ian the sky.

MES C. MANATT, Colonel, UGAF
rector of Technology and Subsystems




FORM FAA-2800 (6+61)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY

Memorandum Red Blugt, California

DATE: June 8, 1967

supjecT: UFO Observation, 19 April 1967
Rafarence your letter of 23 May 67

FROM :Liqhael Te Wise
c./Radar, Red Bluff

TO - Colonel James C, Manatt, USAF
glr-ctn* of Technology and Subsystems
TDET/UFO

'-1ght-aattersﬂn AFB, Ohio, 45433

Through: Chief, Airways Facilities Branch(SEO-dOX / q
FAA SanFrancisso Arsa Office

On 19 April 67 at 1210GMI, I reca2ived a call from the Flight Sarvice Specialist
on duty it the Rad Bluff Airport, requesting information on an object in the sky
at 32 dsgreas Mag and approximately 50 No miless He advisad that the Sheriff at
Burney California had reportad the objset and He was concernsd as to it being a
possible hazard to air navigation.

I confirmad an object being at 32 degrm=es /lag and 48 N.miles, The Radar contact
was observad on MII videoo This would indicate the object had soma movem=nt to
ite e

I than called the Air Forca Height Section and requasted the altitude of the
object, if they had it on their Height Finding Radar. The operator advised that
they did have the object on radar, and he measurad it at 8000 fto He also said
that the objsct was moving vertically above and balow that altitude by 200 ft,

I relayed the information Lo the Flight Service Spacialist at the Airport and
adfl ad the MLO at the Oakland ARICC,

Tha *l*”ﬂ. Service Specialist advised that the Shariff estimated the altitude
of the obiect to be 3000 ft zbove him and that his location was near 5000 ft,

At the time of the sigﬁti1g the Radar showed that the viorst part of the storm /

was in a diflsrent location than the aresa of the sighting, with littla or no
waather ia <ha sighting srea. Electronic means were in use at the time to I
mininize sracizitation returnse

The target zizs 3s s3#2n on tha radar would indicata the object to be smaller
than most airlinars, but this could be dnc-lvlﬁg du= to the characteristics of
the MTI systTam,. Thﬂ targat quality was such that it lasted for 3/4 of an
antenna revolution,

I hopa this information is what you desire and can b# of soma use anvau.

/( /. AL (/?h—-/f{j {_,,._p

'iCHi“I T- Vise
ET, 2adar, AFS5-28630
Red Bluff, California

¢c tAFS=28630, SFO=400
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DEPARTHMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF IAESSAGE DRANGH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 10475 (22 Apr 67) Afap Pg 1 of 5

ACTION: RDC=4
INFO: %0P-.,%0FX-2, SAF03-3, ilIN-7, DIA-1 (19) ADV CY DIA
SMB AD722LU¥MBOA2010 11122 12- UUUU-=R UED HQA,

}

ZNR UUUULY
P 2122102 APR 67

FM 26 AIR DIV ADAIR AFS CREG

TO RUKMFVA/ADC ENT AFB COLO

RUEDFIF/FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY O IV WR IGHTPATTERSON AFB OHIO
RUEDPVA/HY USAF WASH D C

RUED HOA/SSCRETARY OF THE AIR FCRCE WASH D C
PUWISOAZUFO UNIV OF COLO BOULDER CCLO

BT

UNCLAS 260iN 13407 APR §7.

FOR AFRDC - HQ USAF: SAFO! - SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
FOR 803 LO¥ AT UFO. UFO3 REPORT. THE FOLLOWING

___.,_—u——'—'-"--—-—l—l-—--___.—

UFOB REPORT IS SUBMITTED, PART I,

PART A, (:2_ 8
e " .
| B ? . 2= 7
59 | S oy Plaws Joep2°
2., ORANGE Y &L, O 3 .,
: ) Aoangs
3. GLOWING ¥=iTE i . . ?
'I' d I L El-‘-l--- i Sy X
I 4, ONE
I
. 51- N/A i—D .-""‘?,_...\}' 2 : S—- S..#"" /";"}-f’/’v’r ‘

\
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- DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
| STAFF FAESSAGE BRANGH
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Pg 2 of 5
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6. NONEC
Te NONE

PAGE 2 RUWMBDA2010 UNCLAS

8. NONE

9, NONE

PART B,
1« GLANCEDS UP
2. 045 ELEY, 180 AZ IMUT H

B

ES NORTH

- o
3‘- 35'.:- UL ai

2, VISUAL - NO AIDS USED AL SO BY RADAR SEARCH AND HEIGHT FINDER

Je. NONE
PART D,
Te 19/121:1 ,:ff:f’: .F:t'*‘u.:

2. NIGHT (SNOWiNG)

PART E,

AFHQ e 0-309C [ UNCLASSIFIED
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INCOMING MESSAGE -,/ R S ) o
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A S i ~ Pg 3 of &
Lli.;fi ”ff i Tt
i = . 'y ,.I':-"‘""" £/
| ¢hovi (P
1 80 23 N 1217 32 ¥ BJd¥L 1550 / ,_{f?'i_{\"'. A
et —— ’, -
fad o =" %
PART F. P o | ;
1. JAMES 7., FORESTER, SHASTA CITY DEPUTY SHER IFF,
P —— A ——— S B S —— s A
PAGE J RUWY3DA2010 UNCLAS
3 / \
C/0 SHERIFFS OFF BOX 547, BURNEY CAL IF, ’:/" (ot
WISE (CIVILIAN) RADAR ENGR, FAA, 859 RADARSQ /!* a7 A

RED BLUFF AFS OREG

BN S i T —

—— i —

PART G,

e SNOWING

2 WINDS =« SURFACE 200 AT 3K

6M 200 AT 10

10M 200 AT 15 me
16M 210 AT 18

20M 210 AT 20

JOM 260 AT 50

o0M 260 A1 270

CEILING 4C SR 4N 100 BR XN

L

VISIBILITY -
CLOUD COVER = 5/8 ANG 6/8 THS
THUNDERSTCAME - ISOLATED TWRG CU ALL QUADS

AFHQ jives 0-309C UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

% ' DEPARTMENT OF THME AIR FORCE
' STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 10475 Pg 4 of 5

VERT ICAL TEMPERATURE GRADIENT = 3 DEG 1000 FT
SUNSET =~ 1903L.

PART H, NONE

PART |, NONE

PART J. NONE

PAGE & RUSMBDA2010 UNCLAS

PART K.

INTELL 1GENCE OFFICER 26 NORAD A/D, INFOR-

MAT ION FROM RED BLUFF AFS STATED THAT THERE WERE
NO BALLOON RELEASES BY DET 3, OFFICE OF AEROSPACE
RESEARCH, CAMBRIA RESEARCH LABORATORIES, CHICO,
CAL IFe AT THE TIME THE OBJECT WAS SPOTTED, THE FAA

L T s

REPRESENTATIVE, MR WISE, REQUESTED A RADAR FIX BY
-'WMW

HE 859 2ADAR SQ,, RED BLUFF AFS, CALIF, THIS WAS

R — ———,

ACCOMPL 1S55ZD WITH RANGE AN HEIGHT FINDER RADAR S,

THE RADAR THZN REVERTED BACK TO SAGE OPERATION
AND DID NCT TRACK THE CO3JECI . IT 1S DOUBTFIW THAT
THIS Q08JZCT WAS THt DERCL ICT BALLOON THAT WAS

SHOT DOwWN 20 APRIL, HOWZVER, THIS POSSIBILITY DOES
EXIST, NO CTHZR ANAL YSIS IS OFFERED AS TO CAUSE

ARTI 2% o soRe [ UNCLASSIFIED




AF IN: 10470

OF S| GHT 11G,
PART L, NONE
BT
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF IAESSAGE BRANCH
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