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2. LOCATION

Fargo, lNorth Dakota
CONMCLUSION -

10,

Visual: Possible Cther (FLASMA)
Fhoto: Fossible Other (FLASIMA)
here was no radar contact or known air traffic in the area et
hat time., The sourccs estimate of size and distance are conagis
11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYEIS tent vl the pthDE;I’B.pth evidence,
however, a defindte size appreciation
cannot be obtained due to the lack of
neccessary detall for obtaining a 3
scale factor.
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n wvas about § ft in diameter and about 200 ft awey whein
¢ sighted 1it,

o0l TS CON'D: Shutter speed was estimated by the observers ac
1/100 of a second., Howewver there is some question is
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ure of the streak of light at the bottom of the firat
o, &r Hynek feels that 1t could have been the result of

er Rires zhi o
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DETAILE OF CFFENSE (STATE FULLY ALL OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES OF THIS OFFENSE AND ITS INVESTIGATION)

_While at tns station, Lt., Anderson asked me %o watch by the desk while he was busy on the
phons. Two parties came into ths station and stated that thay had a couple of plckures
that they wazxted ms to sse, T:e two boya are identifisd eap, Are 16, of
SRR, , Farzo, N. Dax,, SweneupPRNEeE and Wi ige 18 of "NINNNST.
Ste Se, Farzs, %, Dak,, el The two boya showed me a couple of pictures that
they had tzrexz, They gave Lhe rollou:l.ng acoount of the incident;
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They want to “egt Furgo and o2 the way baok, thoy twmed off of 1-94 onto the interssoction
of Je29, Trev thez took the Zrcntaze road along sids of T=-854 to 25th Btraotﬁ told
? to iook a% the brigm sbjsct to the northeast of them, They were jua he sout!}
_81de of JeS4& =»n 28%h St, wheEw the light, They went to the north of the IS4

overpaes a*"ﬂ_got out of the oar and got his Polaroid carera sut of the trunk of the
I‘ur"lﬂnr asrsh jugt about to the Milwaukee RR tracks and the object

From t took ons picture e pulled it from the

.y ard I3 tTie
started to Zi7= e..i" from ths p=ound,
goon and then took anothor right away. (This pichkure is attacned ss -
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piature #1, -af...a tely alter %8 took thix pioture, ke took another and ths object was k
_mm_ng_ma_ims_mh_ﬂi!_n&__h attached aas pioture #2. See Supl. L
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ADDITIONAL DETAILS OF OFFENSE, PROGRESS OF INVESTIGATION, ETC. ™ o oy o " i

The tw¥o boys stated that the object took off in a northeastasrly direction, It was proing ,,

up {irst at about a 30 degres angle and then after it got up a w
awh ays, it weut to th thi o
eawherly direotion, They stated that the ebject went out of sipht ;Mm faxh todmr

~ not sppear as tho it went reoal fast but es it got up | up & little higher :lt kept on getting
eraller and smaller quite fast, This is shown in the he two piotures, hqy_wg;ge ankad ng & e

how blg the cbjsct might be nd they stated tiat it loocked as tho it was appriximately l f

2.0 0 fect in dlamter, was somiwhet of & diso ghepe. quite round and was all 1it up wity Ifj

& plain orizzt 1ight, There was no other color lights to the objoct exosnpt nat
light, {r.e #whole object was 1lit, X pt natural ‘orighi
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object. s checked out in the fisld to the east cf 26th St. and south of the Milwaukes
RR tracks, =<ulte some area was ohsclead but to no avail as it was quite hard ta mne out ir' R
the ares as “hors was aome of the plowsd ground stickinz out and small snow drifts all A
around , Farther chegk will b» made in the AM in the 1izht hy thig¥riter b a

L o 7P

_LolmLémrﬂwhanh_comhnLﬁuppmﬂnmp_ at_HaﬂtnLAizp.ur:hmmllad ey
and he g-ats>d that he would sontact Grand Forks Air Force Base would be called to aea :LI' [ g

——%the Alr Forsas would liks to ghesk on thig incident, Ses Supol, by g
ths ¢2ll baszk from Grand Forks Alr Yoroe Base,

i, i _ - s %61_#23_ Ll b.AT

T __Gosczed the aren whgre the objeot was supposeily located end could not find anygt ¥
-f’ whers an object nay Zave landed or been close <2 %he :_;round. L!ark Arrndt came and
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We went ou® %o the looation and the subject showed me whare they wore whea thay sew thins
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ADDITIONAL DETAILS OF OFFENSE, PROGRESS OF INVESTIGATION, ETC,

- 9435 74 Jteff Jgt Robert I Broden,319 Bomd VWing Crand Poole Alr .
bapss,Called and stated that Colonsl Johrson of Fargo had ¢alled thﬂ -

MM%MHH&MM&G—W -
flights for the times of thias -:lshting and there was nons.,Hs had not as

Tt:m 3zt said that Major Jaaoph Be Zninoy of the base,Phone 59452142,

~¥W11ll be =s—taoting thin-doph-and investizaviig.Ho-did not nmay when this -
would ba Zdons however,The photos taken by tho boyas ware raequeatoed and

~—held-pending-this-invesrtigation, Tholirofficethe Sgb eatdyrequontisa no— —
publicity on panding thils inveatigation.,Also publlcity may send aslghtsocer's
~-to-ths sosme blocking outany marits which mxy have boeon-leoft—in tho snowy |
That iz,r»oviding there srs any marks in the anow,thias was a UFO,I rafar

—you- 299 mmawm%—mwwa.
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2/27/57 Cestacted Major Zainey and he will have an Tavestigator hare tomorrow t6
 ers3k on thaia. E. Anderson b
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DRAWING NOT TO SCALE

ALl LOCATIONS ARE APFROXIMATE

—o— POWER LINLS
—1— TELEPHONE LINES
—-—-=CITY LIMITS (FARGO)

AN TOWER
-=- ROUTE OF TRAVEL

"-I-

} TO AIRPORT
425 NM .
I BN A

BARNS

~

POINT WHERE PHOTOS
' WERE TAKEN

INTERSTATE
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Date |ssued

FTD WORK ORDER

. Description of Work: (Include title of unscheduled tasks.)

-FROM-

2- FTD W-O- Nﬂ'..

3. Monitor

4. Phones

e ——— e———————————————
5‘- DIA TUSk Nﬂ-

__'-—-—-——-———_________ :
6. DIA Priority

o ——————————————————
/« Date Needed

} 8. Consequence Cods

{ 9. Classification of Sources

10. Classificotion of '
; End Product '

{ 11. PPTD or Dep Sig.

-TO-

12, Div./Dir. Symbol

Lo

{113. M-H Estimate |
18. Div. Chiefs Instructions/Modification or Expansion of Work Description |

E12 Peah
- m I
115. Phones

_—-__———-_—q_..—_.__.__

16. Div. Precedsnce

l?. Div. Chief/Dir. Sig.
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T sas e 12
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PHOTO ANALYSIS REPORT

DATE OF REPORT 29 May 1067

AL AE PR T AL T (WY R Y TR s IR

SUBJECT UFO

em = - — - === p——

LOCATION FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA DATE 25 Feb 1967
PHOTOGRAPHY

R N s QUALITY 9OF

P NRS 2 F--:...::']. El"lnt_s_(g_&\ ! e - - — -

l. PURPOSEI: This report is in reply to Work Order Number 67-58, submitted by Major
Quintanilla TZZT/UF, requesting photo analysis be accomplished on two photographs c¢?
an "unicdentili=d object " to determine what the object may be. The photographs were 4=
in the vicinit of Fargo, North Dakota.

z, ANALYSIS: The "unidentified object" appears on each of the referenced photographz. C-

the first exp zure the image appears as a white light, near circular in shape, with a s--—

< ail of light emanating from its base. No other details are discernible. On *-=

exposure, the image ap::n:= s only as a small white light and, again, there are -.:
Zisczmnible. The source's =stimates of size (five feet in diameter) and distanc:

L ) \approximately 200 feet) are consistent with the photographic evidence, however, a d...--..

itive size apcraclation cannot bz obtained due to the lack of necessary detail for obtair.-:

a scale factor. Although the photography appears to be authentic, the "object" could =:: '
be identiiiec Irom the avallable zvidence.

l

BY: APPROVED BY:

- e ' ) i L ; & L_,...—- 3 - B
Q 1 ,?ﬂ"-ri..-r "--_-_'H.._ :.,. J‘IML’UF“ / / p f
#‘ - ;fr uf.':- {:'.{'-;' Sl ‘-,"ri: "...P' B2 e 5 -

AMES R, ’"‘"""J. WILLIAM L, TURNER
Intelligencs Res=arch Specilalist Major, USAF :

Chief, Photo Analvsid Branch

Juft g

WILBER PRICE, JR!
Chief, Photo Exploitation Divi:

FORM

FTD arreé2 132

A\ 9 n M e ik |
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ToLT/UFO (1st Lt Marley/70916/mhs/30 Jun 57) 3 July 1967
U0 Cuservation, 25 February 1907
l«.T'-'
:'. o "'.I' H_h l"‘ L - —-*}l;"l
- 34 Lro.' - G-ﬁ o ..-d..{aua )"J \J
+. peflerence your wnldentii'ied observation of 25 ¥ebruary 1307
and sulsequent photosravns.
Z. Your pnotograpns vera sutmibted to photo experts for their
-valuacion. ;-‘.....z...,ol,:;__,ﬂ STo Yo¥s ;j:-'.-*mma.-.'amls POS8258 an i RIE2, 4G definita
aniification is 1ot possible since caly a brigat l...,u t 1s visibla.
L ol cases the iudze appears a3 a whibe Light, near circular in
cshape. Other thaa the light, there are no di ::.*-*1"1...414 teatilyes.

a2linite size appreciacion camnot be cbhained due to the lack of

necessary detall {or obwalning & scale factor

-

::-_) “j ] ! ’ Mk S " | —— - RPN 3

f J= Llelore magling our rinal conclusions, ve would appreciace

— saci i._onal informtion concarning tae westher conditios.

- i« Wers thers many clouds in cha areas of ithe sclenting’

= |

L * .1 < : | . . :

-4 De WEOre 0y 63AYS Or the nocn visible abt anytime during tae

l..__ - (. "-':‘

- o = ‘3

'.__E;'L‘ I:—-i‘-ltlﬁ:‘:.b

0

[=y 2. Did the cbjec?® nove in fronvc or in bLack of a cloud at

- R o

~ Al Gane ! |
z |

i %
— aa
o

. 1015 additional informacion would be quive uelpfl in our
----ﬁdl n-&'i.Ld 3 o 5 -

L
e s T W

o

.. ..;1‘::"‘...35&(1 e your ori; sinal photogzruphs. Uncn complation of
.....:..'.._ 315, w2 l.]. 2dv » you of our findings.
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TDPT (UFO) Mej Guintanilla/70916/mhs/2h Nov 67 eV R4TE
| U0 Observation, 25 February 1967

Faprzo, North Dakota 53101

1. Reference your unidentified observation of 25 February 1967
2nd subseguent photographs.

2, Qur letter of 3 July 1967 recuested additional information on
#our observatlon. To date we have not recelved a reply. Therefore, |
ve are inclosing a copy of our letter 1n the hopes that you will
provide the data necessary to evaluate your sighting. Also inclosed
is an AF Form 117 wnlich we vwould like you to complete and retura in
the nelf-addressed =nvelope.

“s 'Thank you f{or your asslstance in this matter.

.

PT (UF0) OFFICIAL FILE CY

D

>roduction Dir=ctorate a
Cy ©o:

AT

.
| ';ﬁcmn CUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF 2 Atchs -
i Thief, herlal Phenomena Office 1. Cy Ltr, TDET/YFO, 3 Jul 67
3 jerospace Technologies Division 2. AF Form 117 w/envelope

i
b

Fargoyllorth Dakota 53101

- — e E— -

— =y = n
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TP (UFO) ~ * |
41 “uﬁﬂhﬂnll_g...;' ?-—:J‘.I' le-_l-- ip OV -:_,:'(

Uad JbservnLlon ’ w5 Jeprua 'Y LJyOo7f

-"'* oy " r il "‘.i. -
nsaington, D.C. A3

]_. a2 TROWAAT that b i:';a':l.-.‘.:'-;z.t{i slzhtiag {rom “sreo, Jortl
Rota cn 5 februssy 'i-".-.'":*'f .;::.1: be of latamst o you since
it ion't the usual run of the a1ll sightings that ve normally

racalve.
e WO Ye.uastzd naait {]:"'_.'ml Gata (rom the witheésses on 3 Julve.
Singe ey hawve not responcst to date, w2 nre assip resuestineg
Zitional Hata Trom theeﬁ, including 2z AP Torm 117. I2 thias
l:'.'.-'.'*“‘""lt...JJ i3 recelved e will forwsrd it to vou. Also, i
nave now inciudced a'*::?{t-iuri of the photourarns 2 Bope QO pave

-
| o
i .-|4 o - | - J—— L L - i N - -~ :
283Tional nrints 1a ths pear Puture 2nd will Poswaird tham +

e ‘-'I..‘_-‘.

oty 2% that tine,

3« The FID "m‘a 154 tiaat we uszed to upplement -*",n:' investizations
13 now OLs0lels A cQpy oL the new L4F “ora 117 i3 Lfaclosed for

. 5l o A
youy iﬂfﬂrm*..im. 4 nzed by all Aly Foree installations
vairougnout the nitad Utates o supplement thelr invesiliations.

Ml s I o Ty 4 'f"l'f' v - 5w 1 -y o weg - . '
e WASTTARILLA, Jr, Hajor, USAY e Atehs
4 P a5 " PP PN . ey 2 o - .
2iel, filerial Theacasena Offlce il U2se Flle, 25 Teb 07,
arospace Tecnsolowies Ulivision FATE0, a0th tmzota
m».uction Jirectorste e &iF TOYm 117
i
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liowever, this znalyst feels that 1t is more llkely the result of the headlights of an
anto that was traveling on the hi:hway in the background and as such the photos would
reyresent time exyosuie in vhich the shutter was open considerably lcnger than the
reported 1/15 <f a second., The seccond sighkting from 50 miles away is probably of the
planet Venus and does not aprear to be related to the sighting from Targo. Additional
information was twice requested from the Fargo observers but they have falled to resrond
as of 7 Mar 69, There was a temperature inversion that night, surgace winds were from
180 deg at 20 ixnots, and light snow was reported in scattered locations, There are a
large nunber of telephone and high tension wire in the area of the sighting. It is felt
that 1f the sizating is not a hoax, the stimulus could possible have been a plasma of

some types
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Project 59920

STAR TREK

JRFACE DATA - Farge, North Dakota

MAC

FoRM 36

JAN G6

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARE OBSOLETE

GENERAL PURPOSE WORK SHEET

f 3 Jrag &

o 40 ¥ 1 vrsmaorry | SEA LEVEL TEMPERATURE &[WIND DIR. & | ALTTMETER -
D.H...L l.l...'@h: (IJ‘) nHT o ox 1-1_“ : ) i e e TI Y L arry e A e TR O\ TR FATTY Y v Ty ~ -
= ) ey o WILATTHRR PrieSSURE(MBS )| D POTHT( “F )| _SFeED (KTS) | SETTIXG (INS
25 Feb 67
0900 CLEAR 15+ 1031 .1 0/-9 170 /14 30.35
1200 ' CLEAR 5 BS 1028,7 11/4 170/16G22 30429
1500 CLEAR 5 BS 1024,2 19/12 180/14G21 30,16
800 CLEAR 5 B5 1021 4 15/6 160/19G25 30,08
1900 CLEAR 7 1021,9 | 160/19 30,09
e =T = = kT
2000 | CLEAR 10 10213 10/3 3-j3gq) 160/19G26 | 30,07
————— — t_
2100 CLEAR 10 1020.5 160/21G27 B0
-———-——-——L—————-—— —
2200 CLEAR 10 1019.3 11/5 160/18G25
26 Teb 67
- g |
0200 CLEAR 12 1014.8 160/18G24
L
— —— + + —
| Analyst: S3gjt Dunhanm

S60-1111
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY LINDHEIMER ASTRONOMICAL RESEARCH CENTER

21l Feoruary 1960

FTD (TDETR)
-"ﬁarch and Aerisel Phenomena Division
right-Patterson Air Force Base

210 L5h3j =

-_".n .1‘ '1;

Attn: TDPT (UFG)
Su0J e Fargo, No. Dakota Photo
Aol Major Hzctor Quintanilla, Jr.

{ Enclosed is tns coriginal copy of the Fargo polaroid photo wmade on
5 February 1967 which you reauested and one enlargement of same. Please
kz2p the enlargenent for your files and return the smalli copy &t your

convenience. ,IC?}Lumr!

n

(0 o

I woulid appreciate learning from you the conclusions of your photo

ALIEN HYNEK, HLT&SEO“
~dnsimer Astroncmical Research Center
cartnent of Astronomy

L]
r2stern University
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TOP? (UFO) i e : i
1.t Col ‘aintanilla/ 7G916/mns /9 May €I
LR Observaslon, <) Vebruary 1567

E

ie. Thilip Jo Klass
Layhcur ouusre

{ - i- - Ay -
;..“..-Fi-‘ .-; u,:hMt, -3- e

» - 1. % X e, - nTavs »
ashiington, L. Ce  wlJa®

Serepence Lns UFD Observailon of 75 Feorualy 150, Taru0, Horta
tnxota, which wa forwvarced to you previously. =0 date, we love
con pecalired the ~dditional “a3ta Jrom Lae Atnesaes, e or3

cesaching A COLY of the ;‘:mm;:ﬁ.;;h andd tre weasher data 10¥ *his

“JCTOR GQUINPANILLA, Jr, Lt Colons L, UOAZ 2 Atch

Plef, sevial Menowena DITLue e FRotozrapi
fapossacs Technoloyied Dlrisioca Je Veatheyr LAta
cwoouetios Directorate




A T———

o {U0) ' aaila J
L4 Col tmintenilla/70915/m0a/9 Vay OO

o) Coservabion, 25 February 1707

I'ee fonald He. Meial
tnwyged DoLlluese Ubaerviaiory
0 Cardcen Styreat

Canbrldge, Hassacoussiia 0133

Daferenca the U0 obsepvallion of =5 Pabruary 1667, FParge, Sorta
rakota, which we JTorwnpded TO you vravicusly. 50 ate, W3 naye
act rocalzed the cddlilonal Guis frem Lhae vitnessev. wWa are
attaching o copy of the puagloaripn and the eather duta Jor thils
CALRe

H?LJ. R (UINTANILLA, Jr, Lt Coloanel, GSAY e A%ch

)Lhief, ferial Thepomena UIT1ca le FhotoZ*aph
»epospacs Tashnologles Tivislon Ze Yzather L3ty

Troducsica Diceciorate




Aaroe (159 — - - \“ B
“PT {UF0) 1t Col uintanilla/70016/shs/9 vay 63
2 Fapruary 1907, UFD Cbservation
e Je cilen yneld
|
Jerapence Loa UFQ Observxtlon of Z5 Pebrwary 157, Tureo, Iorth
As0ta WhIAca was forvaprded o vyou previcualy. 10 ATe, Ve have
10T recelred sny Sddlitionel Jatm froam the oliness,. Lo aps Turning
JAr DhOLOUIaph OF the cases ALsO attached Is toe ueather Jsts for
il AL
‘,/'?
Vg ::? !
N i e L e - 5 o
VOTOR CUTOTANILLIA, O, 1L J0lonel, U4aAR 2 Atch
S * . - n ey -
d: alely faprial Phencaena U Tice Le Fhatozravh { "plaroll)
LATesvace Toechnolosiles Tivisnion ce Wenhpner lata
rredustion Tirectormate
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 319TH DOMBARDMENT WING (S5AC)
GRAND FORKS AIR FORCE BASE, NORTH DAKOTA, 58203

REPLY TO

ATTN OF 1 319DCO!/2L1’ Rankin 16 Mar 1967
SUBJECT! UFO

o ETD (TDETR) |
1. Basic UFO reporting data in format perscribed by paragraph 11, AFR 80-17.

=. Description of object:

(1) Shape: Round, with a bubble shape on top of sphere. (See photograph)

(2) Size: Approximately five feet in diameter.
(3) Color: White and very bright.

(4) Number: One.

(5) Formation: N/A,

(6) Discernablz dzrzils: Small trail emanating from bottom. Bubble on top.
(See =~otograph)

(7) Trail: Smali treil emanating from bottom: (See photograph)

(8) Sound: None,

(9) Other pertinant features: Speed of object appeared to increase very
quick!y cs cbject gained aititude.

o, Dascription of course of object:

(1) Chbservers' atrention attracted by bright object in the sky at 1950 hours

loca! :im= while driving sast on Frontage Road, just south of Interstate 94. (See
attachs2 mao.)

(2) Angle of elevation of object when first observed approximately 15°;
azimuth approximately 309,

(3) Angle of elevation of object upon disappearance: 40°,

-

r

77-4 NPTV L2 <% |
S d 2 |
Peace . . « + is our Profession O Vi o//l f({ LC-_;;-‘:!
2 .}EP b-"} o3 o 3 s d
st i 3] FECD 4 700 €57
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY LINDHEIMER ASTRONOMICAL RESEARCH CENTER

17 September 1968

FTD (TDETR)

Research and Aerial Phenomena Division
Wright-Patterson Air Force

Base
Ohio 45433
Attn: IDPT (UTO)
Subj: UFO Investigation

To: Lt. Col, Hector Quintanilla, Jr,.

Reference: Sighting of 25 February 1967 at Fargo, N. D.

See Report of
16 March 1967 from Grand Forks AFB, N. D,

1/

On November 14, 1967 T interviewed the two boys concerned in the
sighting of 25 Tebruary 1967 and on the following

morning I interviewed
at breakfast, MU, Selll® who along with hisgs wife reportedly saw the same
°r similar object some % hour earlier, approximately 50 miles to the
Northeast.,

I was favorably impressed by the boys, who told
‘ery straightforwzard manner, but not at all as though
‘terwards, and bLefore dark, I was taken by local news
£ the sighting, where we tried to re-

-
-

sighting and I was able to take a seri
i1l be furnished if requested,)

their story in a
it had been memorized.

-

[} :j_,-t
e |

NO contradictionsg developed between the report or

. the statements the boys made to me,

-
= - - - -

1ginally submitted
= =
=C-ifional detzilis which follow:

but they were able to furnish

The boys had been in West Far
s, to take Polar
This was in
aroid camer

g0 earlier for the purpose,
0id pictures of the Beatles who were appea

answer to my question of hcow it happened that
@ 80 conveniently at hand whi

The camera itself was in the trunk of

3nted just as they were about to turn along the frontage road which

turns and crosses Interstate 94, and which then crosgses some RR tracks.
One of the boys sighted it first, and told me he watched it for s short
interval and then said, "Hey, what's that light over there?"
campanion. It was hovering over the ground and seemingly not

among other
ring on

they had

le traveling on a cold February
the car. The object was



ri

any case, between them and the town. The boys described how they got

the car off to the side of the road as soon as possible, how one of them
had run to the trunk and retrieved the camera as fast as possible; how

he had run a short distance in front of the car and took his first photo.
He described how, in his excitement, he pulled the Polaroid film out too
far after waiting the prescribed 10 seconds, thus wasting the second film.
After he had corrected that, he took a second picture; by this time the
glowing object was much higher in the sky and presumably farther away
because it decreased both in apparent size and brightness.

I think one of the remarkable things about the boys themselves
is that upon reaching town they first reported the event to the police,
In the highly improbable event that the sighting was a hoax perpetrated
by them (it is unlikely that on a cold February night, a hoax would
have been perpetrated, especially since the timing would be wrong--the
boys were returning from another town.) It is unlikely that they would
report first to a police station. This still leaves the possibility of
a hoax done by cothers; the wind direction was approximately correct for
a hot air balloon, but not only does the coldness of the night, and the ..
roughness of the terrain argue against this (as does the sighting 50 miles |
away) but the light must have been quite intense to have produced so |
dense an image in a small fraction of a second.

Note is mzdz of the statement that a deep inversion existed: this
I believe is an error--a difference of from +l1]1 deg. on the ground, far
below freezing, to 47 at 5000 feet, or well above freezing, is a
situation that cannot occur in reality. Perhaps it should have been
+17 instead of +<7. The actual weather record, show no inversion at all.

1.4
'

The interrogation of the boys was good as far as it went, but the
local UFO officer should have had the boys accompany him, at night, to _
the same spot, znd he himself, using the same camera, should have taken “f'
several exposurzs, with the car headlights on, as I believe was the case,
t0 see just how the distant lights showed up under test conditions. The
axposure time could thus have been verified. The ASA rating of the film
wa2s stated to bz 200; this is not fast and it may be that a test would

' z time exposure was necessary to obtain the town lights.

long streak of light at the bottom of the photograph apparently
e 1

ch2 road embaqkment, which apparently was reflecting light.

I would recommend that'fhelfoﬁal UFO officer be asked, even at this
.2tz cate, to repeat the exposures to check on exposure time., Little
can be done further to establish the reality, or unreality, of these
photographs without such a test series of exposures, using the same camera,




and the same film. This exercise would have another spin off: further
check could be made of the reliability of the boys under questioning
after this much time has elapsed. If the Project so desires, 1 can

make contact with the boys, and with the local officer, and ask that
such exposures be made.

Sincerely yours,

J. Allen Hynek
Director

JAH:ar
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|| feysest Uop UFO Isfarustion
| v Tocald 4 lenzel
B arvard Collexe Tbservatory
OO LArcien strest ’
amoridge, ‘msaachusetits 07159
Ls Blermence your letter of 15 July 1562 Please cicuse the ualay in
T‘J_plmﬁu
.
e @ have repecduced a copy of the IH rebruary LIioT stdhting (roa;
rnr30, sorth {akots, for youe A <Upy OF the lles was seut td you on
£ lovenmber 1067, Lowawer, the uttached case ali0 includes natarial
revelys=d since the J3ta.
~
Je luclosen 18 n copy of our synlaaiion card for o algating {rom
| leison AfD, AlasSil.e Jhrve OF Lhe four chservers vers alreralt
rountrollers, ang iney all satismied that the odblect’' was eight to
t=n ailos {POm them Initigally.
| te ‘o al30 have a very latersasting case or the late evanlng cf
| 1+ Mmumat 1363 or =arly moraing hours of the 15th. The observers
{anparently thyes very capabdble sand reliadls peosla)  l:hten a iarze
cranslsin object that moved about in the sy, Lad a delinite odor, and
suim 3 sroaning aoise. “here wms a streng laversion tiat nisht aad
"m chseayxvers iid NOU see the moon Lut 413 see stars, Loweyer, b
2000 sa0uld have H=en vialblae and in roughly the aue position as the
JifQ. e mve nOot evaluated this case y2t because ue npre still trying
| 1 conviace Dy Synax that the coon @ay bave ezn tde culprit. We
| vould arprecliate your coaments oo Liis case,
B s <ncidentally, ¥ do not Znow snythiag about the decay of any
N | ‘nesian rocimt Lody s«er Indiana In late Jurne or early July 1884,
| 1130 inclossd 1s a cooy of 2 latvter that we recantly recelved from
B “>itas “rantise<. Clince 1% apparenily iavolves St laos firs, we
5 toou~at that you mizht be intersated,
B SOTOR GUTINTARILIA, Jr, Lo Coloael, LUEAF I Ateb
| Chial, Azrial “heancoena lranch Lo V¥Aso ¥ Dmiota, 25 Pah OF
-' | ‘erospace _schaologies Uivision “e yaluantion Care, ilelson I
| ‘roduction ireciorate e Yellow Gprinks, Chio, 15 fuyg o3
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T\.“'ith reference to the 25 Febrvary 1967 sighting at Fargo, N.D.,
I cdon’t know what that was that the boy's saw. But the "object' seen
oy 12 in the northwest was almost certainly the Planet Venus.
~ 2uote from "Sky and Telescope' for Maxch, 1967, '"Venus, at

agnitude -3.4, is striking in the evening sky, for it sets well a2fler

: L1

ﬂ

1 - N

“wilignt ends. " The changes of color and tac rays are all consistent

-

with the identification. I'd be inclined to think that probably the boys
c

T Ay 4’-1-1--..- ~ g - 194 = )
‘--.'l.-. -C Lﬂﬂ-ﬂ-ﬁ‘-i-. ‘ JII-IL Jﬁ'-‘ﬂ

S ¢ an error in tacir determination of
irection. That is very easy to do, c¢spccially if the road is windin

o ’ : | L .
I am not very much impressed with Hyncek's investigation of the
chaenomenon. He makes the tacit assumpiion, which I believe is a
=grious defect of many such inves®igations, that the two separate
zroups saw the same "object."” Well, 1f it was t" ne same onject, th
it was the Planet Venus, beyond guestion. Tae boys might have seen
zomething different. '
here are lots of questions that I could ask, which apparently
ware not touched c¢cn. I'd like to know waat the model of the Polaroid

w28, How did thev cetermine the exposure time? Polaroid's have
zatomeatic controls for equalizing the exposure. DBut when one is taking
tne picture of a small bright object at night this control does not function
csatisfactorily. Axre the spots on the picture stars? I would judge that

By |

4 - SR . o F A T s 2 1 . 3 3
their irregularity. 1 think pictures snould have
~ o e Tean 1M eT™ STt lar A ey da = . Mocel th cionifica \ £
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e

e scratches seen 2t the edge of the {ilm. Eow can one minimize the
22lect of camera wardle for what must have been a fairly long exposure?
~nere was nothing in the record to indicate that the object photographed
2y the Doys might not aave been a plane. Tae case is interesting, but

15t 1968, After reodineo

tl
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ccen my experience that when a person says, in effect, ''the sighting re-
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e tne {first time that people have called the moon a UFO, I think that
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many of the UFO investigations nave failed decause tne investigators
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I would also concur with “he identification of the N sishting

of 11 July 1968 as the moon.

o= 4 Ia

had some interesting discussions with

;‘~rt the Dutch

Aztronomer, who was the ch:euz *r:.cff v*f"'" working with me in naming

T R R
1

craters of the far side of the moon. He is tae author of 2 delightiul

book, ""The Nature of Light and Color in tae Open Air." Are you
familiar wita it? If not, you certainly should be, because it discusses

-l--.-.-i..--i'

mainy phenomena of meteorological optics. There is an inexpensive

1

R ! - ' T T 4.
O EE BULBLVIR; kX :"" ok Gh-lTC L0 g"‘t.. OIlC.,

He told me that he had discovered 2 number of extremely reliable

L

- o A £ 4 Voo wn] . L & . § - - " r
coservalions o m: e images of the sun or moon, which in terms of

FT T T T L e

-~ . / . - . .
»=Tlection goup to 3 1/2 degrees. Thnere is no simple explanation for
P . t !

LX A o
‘nese phenomena, but he was quite sure that something peculiar in the
way of me -:)rolo*::_r:al optics is responsidle,

Sometimes I get discouraged at the situation. I have worked

S
. 8 ‘fl'Lve into the matter, with
3 | _ thing definitely has happened
o aim and 1 don't xaow what it is rie now seems to regard the cases,

Lll - - et WO

e
you know, to get some sense into this area. I know of
o

= - . - g Ty .ﬁ-'- .- . - £ - * - 5.
nat 2s individuals, out as part of a broad patitern. Apparently he {
ar to Condon he states:

o)
LY

o
‘Irh

:
vou must solve the entire problem. In

-l"—l.-"_.: = ~ -Il' n* *i -J._ ‘J_ . -1 2 f 1 .E - -
Proiect Blue Beok nas limited itself, largely because of lack of funds
B R b B . L 5 5 : 2.7 : 1 '
and staff, to keeping files and cealing witn cases solely on an individual
1 - — : — *l"—' = - . -u--...l.. s 1 Ji 1 g - .- -,' .E 2 1 1 :
hazis., It is clear th2t each case, taken ov itself, like a lone duck in a
Pl et bl e 1-‘ ey =" mMAan S NET: "'11 rey xr 1 {‘1 i 3 ™ b ot s O ‘F 1 ﬁ"'l »
shooting gallery can nearly always be snot cown by an ad hoc, frequently
. ARSI, 1 &£
Menzelian approach
P Ao LRI U L to re in “his fashi In fa I 1G
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it sometaing of a compliment, But it shows nis bias, 1 think each case
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has <0 De solved incdevendently and on its own mezrits. ¥For there are
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To me it sounds complete nonsense to say tazat you can solve incdividual
o O T T "D/ A VIVY Tarm t‘-ﬁ Ay 17 =reyty i s 4 b 4 .T"l - ™ 1 F 5 4 ') *
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should my individual solutlons be wrong, simply because they may not
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of our present ignorance of UFO must be laid at Hynek's door step, with
I - » i - - "‘. - N 11 4. J'q‘ . 1 i: 4. ) iy - - .
his vnimaginative approach to the subject, e, also, must take the blame
L - - L] k]
for the fact that the Air Force gurestionnaire is so vacd.
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With thanks and dest wishes, I am
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U0 sighting of 12 July 1963, Ourha, Nebrasia

°r J A Bynek
Horthvestern Univerity
....-1&" ﬂﬂuﬂﬂ, I:Ll{no.ﬂ.u 60201

2r J A Eynek

eference our letter of 30 September and )2 November )OGS yeouenting

H&L you not only forward a writien transcerint but also your evaluiie

tlon of the 12 July lf;ﬁ, Oimabu, Nabrasko UPO sighting. As requested
in your letter of 19 MHovemooy LU00 enclosad ore 20 onelysioc cords.

| | ge woilld like you 4o SOt "q;”hv card on, not only the 25 Pebuxury
100(, Fargo, North Daic ba choht s but also on the 12 July 1963,

Juahs, Nebroska sicnting. The e x.i should Include a swniayy 01" the..-

sighting, your evol.zilon, and your enolysis as to why you evaeluated the

case as you did.
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ASTOS yaCu Technologies Division
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(4) Description of flight pagh: Object moving from original point described
in paragraph 1b(2) to elevation of 40 along a straight line about 40° east of true north.

(5) Obiject faded out as it proceeded farther away. Speed increased as object
rose.

(6) Obiject visible for approximately two (2) to four (4) minutes.

¢. Manner of observation.
(1) Ground - visual.
(2) No optical aids.
(3) N/A.

d. Time and date of sighting.

(1) Greenwich date~time group of sighting: 0150Z time 26 Feb 67; local
time 1950 hours 25 Feb 67.

(2) - Night.
2. Location of observer: 46° 51'10"N, 096°49'00"W. (See attached map.:

f. ldentifying informction on observers:

(1) Civilian:

©) EEEERN: oge |6 MGISNNIIER, Forgo, NDak; phone
<P . dent; no recson to doubt reliability of his report.

(b) VeNNRENNENR:: coge 18; TN, Fargo, NDak; phone
’ student; no reason to doubt reliability of his report.

(2} Military: None.
5. Wacther and winds aloft conditions at time and place of sightings:
(1) Observers account of weather conditions:
(@) Winds out of the south at approximately 20MPH; no clouds.

(2) Report from 26 Weather Squadron, Grand Forks AFB, NDak,

(@) Wind direction and velocity:
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iin ASTRONOMICAL RESEARCH CLNUER

27 February 19389

FTD (IDETR)

Researca and Aerial Paend
Wrighc-Patterson Alr Fa::e Ease
Ohio <5433

Refersnce: Your letter of 14 February

10: Lt. Col, =Zector Quintanilla

1. I enclose evaluation cards for all four cases re
ome oI these cases are deing sa:t to you unduly lat

S
office and files shoulcd prevent this in the future.

uested. I regret thac
. Reorganization of my

. I regret also, from your standpoint, that all four cases must in my opinion
uac

d as unidentizied.,

(v

3, I would rate the 12 July 1968, Omaha, Nebraska, case as the weakest in this

catezgory and the one at Cocaran,

tape recording in the Sl c2sc, and will sead you

accomplish this.

as SCOn as my secretary <an
phonea conversation

+ points, par
by the lzunching of & not air balloon.

vaSii 4L

N F
e y
- e i kb

'-'-:.E.'::.y the matter of tut-

EZ0
CicC

J. ALLEN HYNEK, Director
Lindheimer Astronomical Research Center
Northwestern University
Evanston, Ill.

60201

Wisconsin, the strongest.

of Jefferson City because I needed

T will send that

I obtained a good
a copy of the transcripiion
1 obtained an additiomnal taped
to clear up
ichting possibly being caused
transcript also il you
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(1) Surface: 180° @ 20 knots.

(2) 6000': 250° @ 10 knots.

(3) 10000': 270° @ 5 knots.

(4) 16000': 280° @ 15 Knots.

(5) 20000': 300° @ 20 Knots.

(6) 30000": 310° @ 35 Knots.

(7) 50000': 300° @ 30 Knots. ;

(8) 80200': Not available.
(3) Ceiling: 1000": Thin scattered cirrus; high: thin scattered cirrus.
(4) Visibility: Nine (9) statute miles.
(5) No cloud cover, but extremely light snow reported in scattered locations.
(6) Thunderstorms: None.
(7) Vertical temperature gradient:

(@) Ground temperature: +11°F

(b) 5000' ~24°F (deep inversion); from 5000' upward normal temperature
decreaqses, dei - i

h. There is no indization of any unusual meteorological or astronomical activity
or congition which might account for this sighting.

. ™o interception or identification action taken.

|. ==t Weather Squadron reports that no weather balloons should have been in
this arez, and that a balloon should not look like the object photographed.

(1) The following organizations contacted by the 319th Bombardment Wing

Command Post, reported no air traffic or radar_contact in the area and at the time of
the sighting:

(@) Air Defense Command in Duluth, Minn.

(b) Federal Aviation Agency, Minneapolis Center, Minneapolis, Minn.

T T e




(c) Hector Airport Tower, Fargo, N Dak.

k. Comments of the preparing officer:

(1) The two boys who reported sighting the UFO appeared to be reliable.

Their estimates of their distance from the object (approximately 200") and its size
(5') are internally consistent with the evidence of the photographs. | talked with

both boys, and believe that all the information they have to offer is incorporated
in this report. The two boys, of course, have no scientific background.

the area of the sighting indicated that the surface

he first sighting did not reveal any burns or distur-
the ground was partially snow covered, with substant-
ial creas of plowed and frozen earth exposed. The object apparently first was seen
over o concave section of the field shown on the map. The most noticeable char-
acta-istic of the field was the large aumber of telephone and high tension wires

surraunding it. (See attached map.)

(2) My inspection of
belaw the approximate point of t
bance of any kind. Generally,

3) We have no information that any aerial test, experimental aircraft,
Y P

rocket, or missile was near Fargo af the time of the sighting.

: formation indicates that no aircraft could account for
|d be noted that Hector Airport lies on a course approxi -
at which the photographs were taken.

(4) Although our
this sighting, | feel it snou
marely due north of tne point

(5) Also enclosed is a Fargo PoliceDepartment Report, which reached this
offiza 15 Mar 67, concerning an object sighted on the same evening, 25 Feb 67.

() Physical evidence report pursuant to paragraph 12, AFR 80-17.

(@) Phorographie:

(1) S:ill photographs: Taken at 1950 local time 25 Feb 67, at
the location of the sighiing near Fargo, N Dak approximately 46°51'10"N, 096°
49'00" /. (See attachec two pictures and attached map.)

(2) Motion pictures: None.

(3) Supplemental photographic information:
(a) Polaroid Model 80.
(b) Focal length of lens: 100mm.

(c) Polaroid type 32 film (200ASA).




~ (d) Estimate of shutter speed: Between 1/15 and 1/100 of a

1 X X
‘ '4*"1;&")( (e) Lens opening used: Largest available, probably about

. (f) No fi’lters.
(g) No tripod.
(h) No panning.
(i) Direction of camera: 15° elevation; 30°E of true North.

(b) The enclosed original photographs should be returned to their owners
when the investigation is completed. Send to: M.,

Fargo, NDak.
(7) The investigating officer:

(@) Alfred M. Rankin, Jr., 2Lt, USAF
Chier of Target Pracessiﬂmnch
JT9th Bamberdment Wing (DCOITP)
Grand Forks AFB, NDak 58201
Arec code 701: 594 -6531 -office phone.
594 -5202 -home phone.

A8 M Kovakom Q)

ALFRED M. RANKIN, 2., 2Lt, USAF 8 Atch
“RERSG

Investigation Officer 1. Picture #1
2. Picture 72
3. Detective Bureau Report
4. Newspaper clipping
5. Newspaper clipping
6. Detective Bureau Report
/7. Map
8. Map
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